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                 Pam Allen

SYNOPSIS: 

There was a man with messy hair. He liked the mess. He didn't care. But his messy hair soon got him into all sorts of trouble!

Perfect for acting and reading aloud, here is a fabulous new story from the inimitable Pamela Allen that children, their parents and their teachers will turn to time and time again.

WRITING STYLE

· Pamela's work keeps getting stronger and her work is now consistently recognised for its child-friendly content and illustrations. Grandpa and Thomas won the 2004 CBC Book of the Year Award: Early Childhood. Grandpa and Thomas and the Green Umbrella was shortlisted for the same award in 2007, as was Shhh! Little Mouse in 2008. Additionally, Is Your Grandmother a Goanna? won a 2008 Speech Pathology of Australia Book of the Year Award.
· There is no other author-illustrator in Australia who consistently produces quality and appealing picture books for the very young.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Pamela Allen is a phenomenon in the world of children's literature. For more than thirty years her picture books have enchanted generations of children around the world, and have garnered a glittering array of awards and commendations including six Children's Book Council of Australia Book of the Year Awards, two New South Wales Premier's Literary Awards, an International Board on Books for Young People Diploma for Illustration, and the Margaret Mahy Medal, New Zealand's most prestigious award for children's literature.

Pamela's books are full of the music of language; they are 'fragments of theatre', designed to be read aloud and shared between an adult and child. Patch Theatre Company of Adelaide has now created three theatrical performances from a selection of Pamela's books. These have toured throughout Australia since 2007; 2014 saw the first tour through New Zealand. All have performed to packed houses.
STUDY NOTES/ACTIVITIES FOR TEACHERS

P1
· Why do you think the man doesn’t care about his messy hair?
· What sort of person do you think he might be? Why?
P2-3

· What would your hair be like if you never brushed or washed it?
· What would the man’s house be like if he has trouble seeing?

· What other problems do you think he might have in life because of his hair?

· What do you think his attitude in life might be?

· How much confidence do you think the man has? Why?

· Do you think the man will have a lot of friends? Why?
P4-5

· What sort of job do you think the man might do?
· Are there any jobs that would not like him to have messy hair?

· Why can’t working people have really messy hair?

· Why does he take bread and honey for his lunch? What does that suggest about him and how he spends his time?

· Why do people call out Messy hair when they see the man?

· Why doesn’t anyone want to spend time with him?
· How do you think this would make the man feel?
P6-7

· Why do you think the man keeps his hair long and messy even when it makes his life difficult?
· What other things might happen to him when he can’t see properly?
P8-9
· Why does the man have to eat his lunch all by himself?
· Why are the birds able to steal his lunch?

· What other dangerous things might happen to him?

· Why does the man fall asleep in the sun?

· What sort of life do you think the man has?
P10-11

· What does it mean to describe someone’s hair as a bird’s nest?
· Why do you think the bird lands on the man’s head?

· How does the man react when he finds the egg on the top of his head?

· Why do you think the illustrator made the egg so huge?
· How would you react if you woke up to find a bird’s nest in your hair?

· What would you do?

· Considering how little he seems to care about things, what do you think the man will do about the egg in his hair?
P12-13

· How does the man seem to have changed?
· Were you surprised that he decided to look after the egg?

· Apart from protecting the egg, why might the man stand up straight and tall?

· What sort of people stand up straight and keep their shoulders back?

· How do other people react when the man walks past them with the egg on his head?

· How do you think the man would react to their comments?
P14-15

· How is the man seen to be caring and responsible?
· Why do you think he doesn’t lift the egg off his head, but leave it in his hair?
· How do you think his important job might change the man?
P16-17

· Why does the man tie a ribbon around the egg?
· How do people react to this?

· Why do they all comment on the egg and the ribbon, but they don’t talk to the man about it?
· When you see someone unusual in the street, do you comment on it? Would you ever talk to the person about what you see? Why?
P18-19

· Why has the man not changed his habits or routine?
· Do you think the birds are treating him differently? Why?
P20-21

· Why does the man feed the baby bird worms and bits of bread?
· What does this tell us about him as a person?
P22-23

· How would the man have felt when the baby bird flew off with its mother?
· Do you think the man should have let it go?

· Would it have been fair to keep the bird?
P24-25

· Why do you think the man decides to wash and brush his hair and to tie it back off his face?
· How has he changed?

· How do you think this decision will change his life?
P26-27

· How has the man’s body language and attitude changed?
· Why is it a wonderful world…. when your hair’s tied up and you can see?

· How are people reacting to the man on this page?

· Why are they now in colour rather than black and white?
P28

· Why do people tell the man to have a great day?

· How has their attitude to him changed?

· Do you think it is really because he has fixed up his hair?

· What has really changed about the man that the people admire?

· Why do you think the baby bird appears again on the last page?

· What do you think the bird’s ‘cheep’ might mean?

ACTIVITIES:
· Paste an image of the man with messy hair in the middle of a page. Around it, have the students paste words that describe the man in both appearance and character.

Paste an image of the man with his hair tied back in the middle of a page. Surround the image with words that describe the man.
Consider which words are more positive and why?

· Discuss why having pets makes people behave more responsibly.

· Discuss how we need to behave in order to have friends. Make a wall chart of tips on making friends.

· How does the rhyme and rhythm add to the story? Does it make it easier to read and understand?

· Have students read the story out aloud. 

· Add in actions. 

· What is the man’s body language like on each page? How does his body language change during the story?

· How do other people talk to him?

· What are the energy levels needed in your voice at the start of the story?

· At what point in the story does the energy level need to change?

· How can you change the energy levels in your reading?

· How does this affect the feel of the story?
The Man with the Messy Hair 














