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SYNOPSIS

Young Tashi fans will be thrilled to read a brand new full-colour picture book about this much loved little adventurer who solves problems with his quick wits and clever tongue.

Ever since he could remember, Tashi had been told stories about the dragon that lived in a golden palace high up on the mountain. Each year the dragon sent the rains spilling down into the village, making the air sparkle like diamonds. But one year the rains didn’t come. The rice blackened in the fields and pine trees exploded like firecrackers in the forest. 

When Tashi gives water to a thirsty white tiger with a burnt tail, the tiger tells him that the old mother dragon has fallen asleep, and that her young one, Tum-tum, is starting the fires. Now, dragons are frightened of nothing, except demons, but someone has to stop the dragon, so Tashi rides on the tiger’s back, up to the top of the mountain where only dragons live.

There he meets Tum-tum and discovers that the young dragon is lonely and depressed without the company of his mother or his sister, who he has eaten. Tashi helps Tum-tum wake his mother, who immediately tells the young dragon how to regurgitate his sister.

Once reunited, the dragons are so grateful to Tashi that they grant him one wish and, of course, he wishes that they bring the rains to the village so normal life can be resumed.

AUTHOR / ILLUSTRATOR STYLE

Anna and Barbara Fienberg fans will not be disappointed by Once Tashi Met a Dragon. Once again they have created a fast-paced and gently humorous story which celebrates using resourcefulness and courage to overcome obstacles. As in the earlier stories, Once Tashi Met a Dragon has a fable-like quality, but this time draws more heavily on Asian cultures than in earlier books. Its use of rich, lush language and poetic description suits the exotic setting of the story and will delight readers and listeners alike.

Kim Gamble’s beautiful illustrations capture the essence of Chinese watercolour with complex detail, muted colours and soft lines. They beautifully underscore this gentle and timeless tale.

AUTHOR MOTIVATION

Anna Fienberg says of her latest Tashi story, ‘It was Vietnam that gave me the idea for Once Tashi Met a Dragon. I fell in love with the craggy cliffs rising up straight out of the bay, the misty mornings, the beautiful temples, the smell of incense and mystery...and the legend of the dragon. Vietnam looked exactly like Tashi-land to me, and when Kim Gamble and I visited schools in Ho Chi Minh, we were told the legend that the dragon brings the rain. Something lit up in me when I heard that, and just a second later I thought: But what if, one year, there was no rain? What would Tashi do about it?’ 
 
AUTHOR BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Anna Fienberg is the author of many popular and award-winning books for children of all ages. Her mother, Barbara Fienberg, an ex-librarian, is the chief plot-deviser for the Tashi books. Kim Gamble has created marvelous illustrations for many of Anna's books, and for stories by other authors.

PRAISE FOR THE TASHI STORIES

‘All children should meet Tashi. He can be their mentor on the road to reading, feeding their imaginations with fantastic stories... The Tashi stories have the evergreen quality of classics.’ Magpies

EDUCATIONAL APPLICABILITY

Themes include: village life, courage, cleverness/resourcefulness, magic, dragons

Suggestions for discussion and classroom activities:

1. Tashi stories always include a cast of characters with names that tell us a lot about the them, sometimes very humorously. Here we have Luk-ahed, the fortune-teller, Wise-as-an-Owl, Grandmother, Lotus Blossum and Tum-tum. Before reading the book talk about each name in a whole class discussion and ask students to describe what they think that character will be like.

2. Anna Fienberg’s vivid descriptions can provide inspiration for students to explore words and their meanings. Make a list of some of the unfamiliar words (e.g., crackled, bedraggled, trance) in Once Tashi Met a Dragon and use a dictionary to research their meaning.

3. Anna Fienberg uses similes in her writing (e.g., ‘simmering away like a great pot on the boil.’ And ‘ ...make the air sparkle like a million diamonds.’). Students can identify any others they find in the book and then create their own similes.

4. Visual literacy activity: NB For very young students it may be best to concentrate solely on the images. Older students could be encouraged to look at images and text and how they work together to paint a picture of a character. 

Look at the first picture we see of Tum-tum. Encourage students to come up with words that might describe what this creature is going to be like. What in the picture makes them think this? Older students could be asked to consider the words, ‘thunder-snap of wings’ and think these words complement or contrast with the image. Now turn the page and show the next image of Tum-tum. Ask students to come up with words to describe this dragon. What in the picture makes them think this? Older readers could consider how the words ‘Mamma, I’m home.’ work with this picture. Encourage students to think about the differences between the two images and the effect of such a big contrast in character.

5. After reading the book, go back and look at the cover illustration. Which episode from the book is shown on the cover? Point out some details from the illustration. What colours are used and what mood do they convey? 

6. In a whole group discussion talk about words that describe Tashi. Put the words up in the classroom and then ask students to draw a picture of Tashi which illustrates some of these words. Have them put the words on their drawing and, once finished, hang the drawings around the classroom.

7. Tashi’s family and friends are very important to him, as are values such as honesty, courage, kindness. Find some examples in the story that tell us this. Tum-tum, however, is a very different type of creature. He can be rash, difficult and sometimes mean. Find examples in the story that tell us this. Run a ‘hotseat’ activity in which students take turns taking on the role of Tashi and Tum-tum while other students ask questions about the events of the story and how they were feeling.
  
8. Tashi has his own website which is updated regularly. Visit www.tashibooks.com to find out how a Tashi book is edited, illustrated and printed, and to see Kim Gamble draw some Tashi illustrations and hear Anna Fienberg read a Tashi story.


MARKETING AND SELLING POINTS

· Fans of Tashi will delight in his latest adventures, and newcomers to the series will quickly become fans.

· The beautiful and detailed illustrations perfectly complement the text and help early readers to engage with the narrative.


HOW THE BOOK IS TO BE PROMOTED

· Review copies of Once Tashi Met a Dragon will be mailed broadly to relevant media.

· The book will be featured in mailings and newsletters to schools and is on the Allen & Unwin website.

· It will be featured in a one-page advertisement in the October issue of Literature Base.
