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Aaron Blabey

SYNOPSIS:
One day, Noah Dreary complained so much that his head fell off. Award-winning children's book author, Aaron Blabey, spins another hilarious tale about the curve balls that life can throw at us. Perfect for readers 6+ years and to be enjoyed by all. It's an expression we've all heard many times, but talented author/illustrator, Aaron Blabey, takes it to another extreme in this hilarious story about a boy who discovers the very real consequences of his continual complaining. And even then, it seems it will only take a catastrophic event to bring Noah back to his senses.

WRITING STYLE
Aaron Blabey's five previous picture books have received much media and trade attention with their magical stories accompanied by his trademark style of painting.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Aaron Blabey has won a CBCA (Children's Book Council of Australia) Book of the Year and an AFI Award, and his book The Ghost of Miss Annabel Spoon has been shortlisted in the 2013 NSW Premier's Literary Awards. Aaron has been included on the Smithsonian Institute's Notable Book List and was a National Literacy Ambassador in 2012.

Visit Aaron on his website at www.aaronblabey.com
EDITORIAL COMMENTS

As always, Aaron has a way of taking a situation we have all experienced or witnessed and manages to turn it on its head with hilarious consequences. But in the end, Aaron's stories use humour to teach us how we can turn those consequences into something positive in our lives and, more importantly, in the lives of others.

STUDY NOTES/ACTIVITIES FOR TEACHERS

Pre-reading:

· What is meant by a ‘cautionary tale’? Read some examples eg ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’, or stories by Edward Lear.
· Why might adults tell children these sorts of stories?

· Can you think of any stories your parents or other adults have told you – eg if you pull faces and the wind changes you’ll get stuck like that
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· You may have heard people say something like ‘keep going until you scream your head off’, or ‘don’t lose your head over it.’ Do they seriously mean this?
· What is funny about it actually happening?

· What does this page tell us about Noah Dreary?

· What sort of boy do you think he is?

· Why does the illustration make Noah look like such an ordinary boy?

· What does his surname (Dreary) mean?

· How does the meaning of this word add to what you think of Noah?

· How do you think the people around Noah would react when his head falls off? Why?
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· What sort of things does Noah Dreary usually complain about?
· What do you think it would be like to live with Noah?

· Are these reasonable things for him to complain about?

· How does his family react to his behaviour?

· Why does Noah behave like this when it obviously makes other people unhappy?

· Could Noah have solved each of these problems without making such a fuss?

· How do you feel about Noah?
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· How does Noah look when his head falls off?
· What might be surprising about this picture? (He is not complaining).

· How does his mother react?

· What does this tell you about her?
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· Why does the doctor tell Mrs Dreary that nothing can be done to help Noah?
· How do you think she would react to this news?

· Why do you think they are all so calm?

· Is this a surprise?

· How do you think Noah feels on his way home?
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· How do other people react when Noah complains?
· Why do you think they are unsympathetic?

· Do you think they might have cared more if he had behaved differently before his head fell off?
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· Why does Noah go on television?
· How is he portrayed? The sign says ‘The incredible whingeing head’ rather than using his name or talking about how sad it is that he has lost his head. What does this tell you about how people feel about what has happened to him?
· Do you think that Noah has the right to complain now?

· How does the use of dark colours affect how this page makes you feel?

· Why does everyone abandon Noah? Why doesn’t anyone try to help him?

· How might Noah feel now?
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· What sorts of things happen to Noah now that he has no head?
· What other sorts of things might he have problems with? Draw another photo-style illustration of something that happens to Noah now that he has no head.

· How do other people react to his problem?

· Noah asks ‘Why me?’ Why do you think this happened to Noah Dreary?

· Do you think he deserved this to happen?

· How do you think Noah would feel if this had happened to someone else?
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· How does the illustration on this page make you feel? Why?
· Do you feel sorry for Noah now that he is all alone?

· What do you think might happen now?
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· Did you think this was going to happen?
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· How do you think Noah Dreary feels as he falls to the bottom of the ocean?
· ‘But then….’ What do you think will happen next? Will it be a good or a bad thing?
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· How do you think these fishermen would have felt when they caught Noah’s head?
· How is Noah’s face different from any other time we have seen him?

· Why does Noah Dreary think he is the luckiest boy in the world?

· How might this change him and the way he behaves?
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· How does Noah feel when he hugs his family?
· Why does he hug them?

· How do they react?

· How does this page make you feel?

· ‘And then he got busy….’ What do you think Noah might do?

· There is an expression ‘Get busy living or get busy dying.’ What do you think this means? How might this expression relate to Noah Dreary? 
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· Why is Noah Dreary a happy person now?
· What sorts of things is he doing?

· Draw another picture of something Noah now does.

· Would you like to be Noah Dreary’s friend now that he is like this?

· In what way is his life better now that he has no head?

· Why might Noah Dreary now be ‘one of those people who seem to get the most out of life’?

· How can a disaster sometimes bring out the best in people?
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· Why does Noah Dreary sometimes complain now?
· Who are the other people in this illustration? (Bono and Nelson Mandela). Who are these people? What sorts of things do they complain about?

· Is it alright to complain if it is to make a difference in the world and to help other people?

· Is this really complaining?

· When do you think it would be good or acceptable to complain?

· How is this different from the sort of complaining Noah Dreary used to do?
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· How does this illustration show that there are always people worse off than we are?
· Why does Noah Dreary do so much to help other people now?
Page 30-31

· What sort of person is Noah Dreary shown to be now?
· What sort of life do you think he will have?

· How is his life better now that he doesn’t have his head attached?

WRITING STYLE:
Illustrations:

· How does the author use humour in his illustrations?

· Which is your favourite illustration and why?
· Did you learn more from the words or the pictures in the story?

Writing Humour:
· What makes this book funny? Is it the words or the illustrations, or a combination of both?

· Select the page that you think is the funniest and explain why.
· Choose your favourite illustration and explain what you like about it.

· Why do you think the writer has chosen to write about something serious in such a funny way?

· Why are jokes or funny stories often a good way to learn things?

FOR DISCUSSION:

· How can something bad happening to a person sometimes be a good thing for them?
· What do you think the moral or the message of this story might be?
· Research a person who had something bad happen that gave them the determination to do something good – eg Helen Keller, Bruce and Denise Morecombe, disabled athletes etc
· Write your own cautionary tale about a child who continued to do something bad or silly and had a dreadful outcome.
PUBLICITY / ONLINE

· Review mailing to parenting magazines and websites.
· Review mailing to children's book bloggers and children's book reviewers of national metro newspapers.
· Full double page spread in 2013 catalogue.

· Reading Time front cover - May with full page review.

· Magpies front cover with full page review.

· Teaching Notes.

· Alannah and Madeline Foundation cross promotion

· Feature title Penguin Teachers' Academy workshops, blog and social media
· Feature banner on puffin.com.au home page, Puffin Books Australia Facebook page.
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