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SYNOPSIS

He’s courageous and clever, and tells the best stories ever. Come with Tashi and his friend Jack on four fabulous adventures of mystery and magic.

Tashi and the Wicked Magician sees our hero becoming suspicious of the Magnificent Magician whose amazing powers have everyone in the village - even the Baron – enthralled.

Tashi feels a little abandoned by his friends, Ah Chu and Lotus Blossom, when they become fans of Mi Tu’s remarkable voice in Tashi and the Burning House. But, as always, he comes to the rescue when his friends find themselves in danger.

Favourite Aunt thinks Tashi has discovered a rare and precious orchid, but ruthless ruffians are also on the hunt for it in Tashi and the Orchid Thieves.

When the Emperor and his court come to judge who is the bravest person in the land, fighting warriors and ordinary folk fill the village, but only one person is champion enough to face the fire-breathing Red-Whiskered Dragon in Tashi the Brave (Parts 1 & 2)

AUTHOR STYLE

Any aficionado of top-level children's writing will recognise the simple but engaging writing style on display in the Tashi series. Fienberg’s genius lies in her ability to mesh genuinely exciting stories with a level of vocabulary and grammar that will extend the skills of newly confident readers.

This new collection again transports the reader into what could be called ‘Tashi world’, an amalgam of the magical and the everyday, the local and the exotic, the serious and the surreal, the new and the ancient.

And again boys and girls will take great pleasure in the range of character names – from the most prosaic of Anglo - such as Jack - to the real and imaginative names suggesting Asia and beyond, now and in ancient times.

The beautiful full-colour illustrations rendered by Geoff Kelly and Kim Gamble reinforce the unique blend that has made Tashi so successful: they seem to stand outside regular time and place. Despite this they also capture the warmth and humanity of the main characters and, of course, the devilishness of the ‘baddies’.


ANNA FIENBERG’S SAYS…

‘Story-telling around a campfire, with just the leaping light in front of you and the deep dark of the bush behind, makes magic. As a child (and as a grown-up!) I remember nights like these so vividly - you're swept into another world, a drama of light and dark, another time. 

‘On such a night you go so deep into the story that sometimes, when the story ends, it feels like waking after a dream. We wanted to capture a bit of that ordinary magic of campfire tales, and some of the not-so-ordinary magic of dragons and haunted houses, villains and wicked magicians in Tashi and the Wicked Magician. What could be a more perfect setting for a Tashi tale than where the velvet dark breathes in all around and as the fire fades, only the story glows in the night?’

PRAISE FOR TASHI

‘All children should meet Tashi. He can be their mentor on the road to reading, feeding their imaginations with fantastic stories... The Tashi stories have the evergreen quality of classics.’ Magpies

AUTHOR BACKGROUND INFORMATION

When Anna Fienberg was little, her mother, Barbara, read lots of stories to her. At bedtime they would travel to secret places in the world, through books. The Tashi stories began when Barbara was telling Anna how she used to tell whoppers when she was a child. Creative fibs. Tall stories. And kids would crowd around her, dying to hear the latest tale. Together they talked about a character like Barbara - someone who told fantastic stories - and over many cups of tea they cooked up Tashi.

EDUCATIONAL APPLICABILITY

Themes include: village life, magic, friendship, adventure, dragons, humour, resilience, courage, problem-solving.
 
Suggestions for discussion and classroom activities:

· After reading the four stories, go back and look at the cover illustration. Which episode from the book is shown on the cover? Ask students to retell this episode in their own words.

· Anna Fienberg’s vivid descriptions provide inspiration for students to explore words and their meanings. Make a list of some of the unfamiliar words found in each story (e.g., magi, silken, beckoned and hypnosis are just a few taken from the first) and encourage them to use a dictionary to research each word’s meaning.

· No one writes a simile quite as well as Anna Fienberg! ‘Mi Tu’s singing is like the wind behind the trees, the current in a river – somehow it moved everything inside you’, p 28. Tashi escapes being tied up by making ‘small twisting movements from right to left with my shoulders, like turning a key in a lock’, p 52. Encourage your students to create their own similes. One way of doing this is to focus on an illustration from the book and come up with new ways to describe the elements that make up the image. For instance, in the first illustration they could talk about the treasure ‘glowing like a bright sun.’

· Many of the characters in the Tashi books are wonderfully named for their traits. This gives the books a gentle humour and makes them a joy to read aloud. Find as many examples of these names as you can, ask students to choose their favourite.  name and draw an image of the character.

· BRAVE and CLEVER are two words that describe Tashi. Ask students to find examples in each of the stories where Tashi has demonstrated these qualities to solve problems.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Turn to page 16 and the image of the wicked magician standing in the doorway of the Baron’s storeroom. How has the artist used visual imagery to: a) emphasise the size and value of the Baron’s chest of jewels; b) the magician’s power; the fierceness of the crocodile; c) Tashi’s surprise? Now turn to page 33 and look at the use of colour and shadow to emphasise the heat of the house burning down.

· Hot-seat activity: students can go to the front of the class and pretend to be Tashi when answering questions posed to them by other students. To start off, try asking questions such as, ‘What tipped you off that the Magi might be up to no good?’, ‘What do you think about people like the Baron?’, ‘How did you feel when Lotus Blossom and Ah Chu wanted to spend time with Mi Tu rather than you?’, or ‘How did you come up with the idea to make the Red-Whiskered Dragon disappear? 

· Introduce the concept that Tashi stories can teach readers an important lesson about the world and what is right and wrong AND be exciting to read. Ask students to come up with, in their own words, descriptions of the lessons they learned from each of the four stories in Tashi and the Wicked Magician.

· Read the story of Tashi and the Orchid Thieves. In a whole class discussion ask your students why it is better that Tashi and the Professor get the orchid than the robbers. Encourage students to come up with real life examples of things that should be enjoyed by everyone and not just a few rich people.

· Compare this Tashi story with more traditional fables and fairytales. What is similar (dragons, treasure, an Emperor, robbers, mysterious orchids) and what is totally unique (the way the story is sometimes told by modern Jack). 


MARKETING AND SELLING POINTS

· Over a million Tashi books have been sold in Australia and New Zealand.

· Tashi is coming to free-to-air television making him even more popular than ever before.

· Anna Fienberg is hugely admired by primary school teachers and librarians.

· The book will be promoted in A&U’s Primary School Newsletter.

· The book will be advertised in the October issue of Literature Base.
