
7 books to be published within 13 months

A NEW action thriller from Scholastic Australia,  

the publishers of The Last Thirteen and Conspiracy 365!

Format: Paperback, 198 x 128mm           Extent: 192pp          Ages: 10+

 • Seven-book thriller series with cliff-hanger 
endings

 • A race against time—each book counts down 
to the next attack

 • A code-breaker puzzle, with symbols to be 
decoded in each book

 • Seven relatable characters whose interests 
focus on hot trends for teens (eg art, gaming, 
photography, environment, investigative 
journalism, robotics, astronomy)

 • Action-filled, with kidnappings, car/motorbike 
chases, missile attacks, high-speed jets, 
cyberattacks and more

 • Amazing plot twists

 • Themes: puzzle solving; symbology; history; 
friendship; cultures; travel; environment; 
technology; internet; power and responsibility

Do you want to be rich?
Do you want to be famous?

Do you want to travel the world?
 

Yasmin, Isabel, Andy, Dylan, JJ, Zander and Mila 
enter the mysterious DARE awards, and win all 

that, and more!
 

But they aren’t prepared to be swept up in  
the dangerous events that follow. Seven  

mysterious symbols, called The First Sign,  
predict an explosive attack that plunges one of  

the group into a desperate fight for life, and  
throws a whole country into chaos.

 
Racing against the clock, they must match wits 

with an unknown mastermind of terrifying power 
and ambition to solve The Seven Signs.

 
If you could be a hero, would you DARE?

Seven Signs. Seven days to save the world.

Book #1: Skyfire
September 2016

Book #2: Carnage
November 2016

Book #3: Wipeout
February 2017

Book #4: Killswitch
April 2017

Book #5: Crimewave
June 2017

Book #6: Terrortide
August 2017

Book #7: Battlefront
October 2017



Angela Lopez 
Bogotá, age 13

Isabel 4 sure! Viva Colombia!

Morticia A 
Dublin, age 16

I love Mila’s look. Goths rule!

Jonas Potter 
London, age 12

I’m so going to enter if there’s DAREs next year!

Finn Gaudi 
Melbourne, age 11

Felix Scott picked cool winners!!! Me next, all right?!

Lui Xi 
Shanghai, age 16

Zander=OMG good-looking!

Greta Shan 
Toronto, age 14

What’s with JJ’s hair? Too much gel! LOL

Comments (20+)

CHATABOUT: FAVOURITE DARE WINN...

You may not have heard of 
Greece’s Zander Demeter, 16, 
but chances are you love NEO 
Avenger, the asteroid-smashing, 
free game app he created. The 
app also gives NASA access to  
the unused computing power 
of millions of devices to help 
it search for real asteroids that 
could destroy the earth. ‘My 
goal is to develop more fun 
apps but also protect humanity 
from the many other threats we 
face,’ explains Zander.

Isabel Garcia, 15, grew up in a 
tough part of Bogotá, Colombia. 
Her viral video campaign, Libros 
no Armas (Books not Guns), 
encourages local kids to take a 
pledge to stay at school and refuse 
to join gangs. More than ten 
thousand kids have made videos. 
‘School attendance is on the rise,’ 
says Isabel. ‘The criminals aren’t 
happy but I don’t care and I  
won’t back down. I want kids  
in Colombia to have the same  
opportunities as everywhere 
else.’

Maths genius Mila Cortez, 14, 
lives with her parents at the  
Chilean base in Antarctica, one 
of less than a hundred people to 
have ever been born in the South 
Pole region! Her dream is just  
as out of this world: to be the  
first person on Mars. ‘Already  
I discovered a new planet using  
the telescope of the base,’ she  
says. ‘I even got to name it  
after my favourite ballet— 
Planet Nutcracker!’ 

From Seoul, South Korea, Park 
Jae-joon, or JJ, 15, lost the use of 
his legs in a car accident when he 
was two. But he can now walk 
and run faster than most boys 
his age, thanks to the advanced 
robotic leg mecha he designed for 
himself! Now he wants to use his 
inventing skills to make a better 
world. ‘My goal is to invent  
medi-bots to help people in  
countries where there aren’t 
enough doctors,’ JJ says. 

Here’s the lowdown on the lucky 
seven prize winners.

Two years ago, American skater 
Andy Freeman, now 15, set up 
Scoop, a blog where he publishes 
investigative stories exposing 
criminals who rip off kids. ‘My 
dream is to build Scoop into a 
worldwide network where kids 
can publish their own articles and 
become investigative journalists, 
too,’ says Andy. Andy’s dad, a 
decorated LA cop, couldn’t hide 
his tears when his son dedicated 
his award to his late mother. ‘She 
was a really brave reporter.’

Born in Haiti, Dylan Taylor, also 
15, lives in Australia with his 
superstar parents, A-list movie  
stars Kit and Katlyn Taylor— 

better known as KitKat. A 
self-confessed ‘underwater nerd’, 
Dylan is a future marine biologist. 
‘Only five percent of the ocean has 
been mapped,’ he says. ‘My dream 
is to explore the secrets of the sea 
and encourage people to save its 
species and habitats.’

Fourteen-year-old Yasmin Adib 
greets customers at her parents’ 
tourist shop in Cairo, Egypt with 
the question, ‘What makes you 
happy?’ Her LiveFoto recordings 
of their answers adorn the shop 
walls and her website,  
Yasminshappinessproject.com. 
‘My dream is to get answers from 
people all over the earth,’ she  
says. ‘I think showing how  
similar we are can help make  
a more peaceful world.’

Who DARES wins!
A SPECIAL NEWS REPORT

Seven lucky teenagers are on top of the world after 
trillionaire Felix Scott named them as the winners 
of his DARE Awards in a glittering ceremony at the 
Infinity Hotel last night. The teens will each receive 
$1 million, spend a week flying around the world on 
Infinity Air’s new SpaceSkimmers, enjoy another week 
on the Infinite Horizon, and be able to keep in touch 
with each other for life on free InfiniFones.

Pilcrow
The paragraph mark is properly known as a ‘pilcrow’ 
and dates back to the 1400s. It was originally used in 
medieval manuscripts to tell the reader that a new idea 
was being introduced into the text. Such changes in 
subject were later indicated by the paragraph break. 
These days pilcrows mainly exist as ghosts in word-
processing programs. They remain hidden unless you 
click the show button, then they’ll appear whenever 
your press the return key. 

The pilcrow is also known as an alinea, which is 
Latin for ‘off the line’.

WERDNERDZ

Dazzle us with your genius!
Enter the DARE Awards . . .

and make your dreams come true!
Seven winners will have their lives

changed in amazing ways!

For your chance to be one of them,

tell us about your biggest ambitions

and why they mean so much to you.

Entry is free and open to people aged 10 to 17.

SECURITY CAMERA 3

LOCATIONS
Giza, EGYPT
Los Angeles, USA
Athens, GREECE
Seoul, SOUTH KOREA
Bogotá, COLOMBIA

28.7666216
29.232078399999978

34.0522342
-118.2436849

37.9838096
23.727538800000048 37.566535

126.97796919999996

4.648594000000001
-74.104466

FELIX SCOTT:  I think to suggest that before all the evidence has been collected and examined is 

irresponsible. No-one has come forward to claim responsibility. And the evidence I’ve 

seen so far points to computer problems. The fighter-jet pilot has said his plane was 

offline and beyond his control. When the missile fired, it kept going until it hit something—

and that just happened to be the Great Pyramid. We suspect the ship’s engine went into 

meltdown and exploded due to computer commands sent in error. I’m not coming to any 

conclusions, just saying there’s still a lot of investigating that needs to be done.

REPORTER A:  Mr Scott, what about the train crash?

FELIX SCOTT:  That was just over an hour ago. It’s too early to comment. Next question.

REPORTER B:  The computer systems of the plane and ship. They were made by your competitors, 

DynaTech and OmniCorp. Can you comment on that?

FELIX SCOTT: Sure I can. Those companies have good reputations. Next question.

REPORTER A:  But those companies’ reputations are under a cloud now, if not damaged. Their failure 

would be good for your profits, wouldn’t it?

DARE AWARD WINNERS
ANDY FREEMAN
DYLAN TAYLOR
YASMIN ADIB
ZANDER DEMETER
ISABEL GARCIA
MILA CORTEZ
PARK ‘JJ’ JAE-JOON

With the world reeling from 
a series of deadly hack-attacks, 
a stunning theory has emerged 
as to who may be responsible. 
Investigations by the Madrid 
Sentinel have revealed that some 
or all of the seven winners of 
Infinity Corporation’s DARE 
Awards have been in the vicinity 
of each of the recent attacks. 

Not only have they been at 
those places, but they’re also 
being sought for questioning 
in connection with at a string 
of murders. Security experts 
approached for comment  
have said that the evidence is 
disturbing, more likely to point 

to a conspiracy than to sheer 
coincidence. 

Now questions have arisen 
about whether the DARE Seven 
have been doing the bidding 
of Felix Scott, tying them in 
to previous theories about the 
Infinity Corporation chieftain 
staging these attacks to further 
its own business and political 
interests. But to understand 
how the DARE winners have 
been involved in the spectacular 
attacks over the past five days, it’s 
necessary to understand where 
they’ve been.

DARE SEVEN OR 
DEADLY SEVEN?

A SPECIAL NEWS REPORT

MESSAGES (2 NEW)

correct order of symbols

numbers = coordinates for Great Pyramid of Giza
29.9792° N, 31.1344° E
countdown = zero = missile attack

Mila’s symbol is a pilcrow. 
Means ‘a new thought’ or ‘offline’. 
‘Offline’ is what the Egyptian pilot screamed!
Call when you wake up.

Isabel

JJ

TWITTER

Exclusive by Vera Varkuna.

The DARE winners have left a wake 
of death and destruction behind them 
and now experts are worried about 
where they will turn up next.

NEWS ALERT

WORLD MAP

COUNTDOWN TIMER

INTERVIEW RECORDING

•     PYRAMID ATTACKED BY MISSILE, 13 DEAD, 100s INJURED; SHIP DESTROYED IN SUEZ CANAL; EGYPTIAN GOVT DECLARES STATE OF EMERGENCY     •     PYRAMID ATTACKED BY MISSILE, 13BREAKING NEWS
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