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The Fox Maidens

SYNOPSIS
Kai has trained all her life in her father’s martial arts school. Though she is looked down upon for being a girl, she
proves her courage when assassins launch a ruthless attack on her family. Yet Kai is the inheritor of a dark
secret: each month she is transformed into a fox demon, and must hunt and kill a man so she can return to her
life as a young woman. As the deaths mount and the townspeople start to voice their suspicions, Kai desperately
searches for a way out. Meanwhile, there is a mysterious girl who shares a secret bond with Kai, and whose love
may be the key to breaking her curse . . .

ABOUT THE CREATOR
Robin Ha grew up in Seoul, South Korea, and moved to the United States at age fourteen. After graduating from
the Rhode Island School of Design, she moved to New York City and worked in the fashion industry for several
years before diving into comics. She is the author and the illustrator of Almost American Girl, a 2020 Harvey
Award nominee and 2021 Walter Award honoree, and Cook Korean!: A Comic Book With Recipes, a New York
Times bestselling cookbook graphic novel. Her comics and illustrations have appeared in various publications
including The Washington Post and LA Times. She lives in Virginia, USA.

STUDY NOTES
BEFORE READING
• Before reading, view the cover and title of the book and identify the following:

 ◦ The title of the book
 ◦ The author/illustrator
 ◦ The publisher
 ◦ The blurb.

• Based on the title only, what do you think this story is about? Based on the cover, what do you think this story is 
about? Did your ideas change after seeing the cover?
 ◦ How do you think it will begin/end? Revisit your answer after reading the story to see if your predictions were 

correct.
• Discuss the title of the book. Do you think this is a good title? Why or why not? If you were asked to choose an 

alternative title for the book, what would it be? Remember, a good title should capture the audience’s attention and 
give them some idea of what the book is about.
 ◦ Write your own story using the title of the book.
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• Look at the front cover, read the blurb on the back to gather clues and use any prior knowledge you may have to 
predict some events that might happen in this story.

WHILE READING
Exploring the Text
• Who do you think the audience for this book is? Why?
• Is the book an imaginative, informative or persuasive text? How can you tell?
• Literary techniques allow a writer to convey a deeper meaning in their text. What techniques can you find in The Fox 

Maidens? Eg. metaphor, imagery, alliteration, personification.
• What deeper meaning can you draw from the text?
Exploring the Illustrations
• How do the illustrations add to the story?
• Do you think the illustrator has effectively told the story visually?
• Cover the text in the book and write your own story following the illustrations.
• Choose one of the spreads and have a class discussion about the following illustration decisions:

 ◦ How do you think the people are feeling? What clues might there be in the pictures?
 ◦ Is there a main colour in this spread? How does it make you feel?
 ◦ Do the colours change from spread to spread? Why might that be?
 ◦ Do the pictures take up the whole page, or are they framed?
 ◦ Are any of the words bigger on the page than the others? Why could that be?
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