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Nightsong

SYNOPSIS
Lewis is relieved when he and his mother can finally head home after a long day in the bustling city. When their bus 
gets a punctured tyre and he is forced to wait on the side of the road, Lewis soon discovers that a quiet evening in the 
country is anything but boring. In fact, it isn’t even quiet!
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THEMES
•	 Nature
•	 Appreciation; Gratitude
•	 Sound; Music

STUDY NOTES
•	 Before reading Nightsong, look carefully at the front and back covers. What predictions can you make about the 

story? What might a nightsong be? 
•	 After finishing the text, discuss the endpapers of the book. Why are they yellow?
•	 On the first page opening, Lewis is busy drawing as the adults talk. Draw speech and thought bubbles for each person 

on this page. What do you think they are saying and thinking?
•	 Examine the first spread carefully. What else could make sounds on this page? What noises would those objects 

make?
•	 How does Lewis’s body language share with readers how he is feeling? Use ‘freeze-frame’ to depict different parts of 

this story.
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•	 When the bus gets a flat tyre and the passengers disembark, what do they do on the side of the road? What could 
they learn from Lewis? You could also use speech and thought bubbles for these characters.

•	 After reading the spread on pp 12–13, stop and make predictions about what may happen next.
•	 Compare the spreads on pp 16–17 and pp 18–19. What do you notice about the use of colour in these spreads? Why 

has the colouring changed? How does this reflect the themes of the story? In the spread on the right, discuss what is 
making each of the sounds.

•	 Choose one of the creatures from Nightsong to read about. Create an information report that shares details of its 
appearance, habitat and behaviours.

•	 What are nocturnal animals? Why do they sleep during the day and become active at night?
•	 How would this story be different if it was called Daysong?
•	 It is not just animals that make noises. What other parts of nature does Lewis notice making sounds?
•	 If you were Lewis, how would you feel when the new bus comes along?
•	 In the role of Lewis, recount your day to someone at home or write a journal entry about it.
•	 Discuss the use of onomatopoeia and imagery to depict the sounds and places in Nightsong.
•	 Retell this story from the bee’s point of view.
•	 Recreate this story through play or via a dramatisation.
•	 On each page opening, take note of the sounds that Lewis hears. Create a classroom display of these to use when 

innovating on the text, such as by writing this story as a poem or song.
•	 With your class, walk around your school, taking note of the things that you hear. Take photos of these spaces. As a 

class, match these sounds and images. Co-create your own story called Schoolsong.
•	 At home, take time to listen to the nightsong in your neighbourhood. Use a graphic organiser to compare the sounds 

from Nightsong with those from your local area.
•	 Discuss the importance of ‘reading pictures’ as well as the written text to fully understand the story. Discuss the role 

of illustrations in conveying meaning.
•	 Which is your favourite spread of Nightsong? Why is it your favourite? Share with a friend.
•	 What do you think is the main message in Nightsong? Why do you think the author wrote it?
•	 Have you ever felt like Lewis, being bored and anxious to get home only to discover a world of adventure in 

unexpected places? Share with a friend.
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