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The Green Girls

SYNOPSIS
Emma, Lily, and Fadila want to save the planet . . . but no-one around them seems to care. Frustrated, they name 
themselves the Green Girls, take to social media, and launch a series of bold protests. Alongside their classmate and 
aspiring Green Girl Silas, the crew risks getting in trouble (and stirs some up) to raise awareness about container ship 
pollution, palm oil overproduction and more environmental hazards. With a mix of livestreams, spray paint and bungee 
cords, they’re out to make a difference—and get their followers to do the same.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Laura Suárez is a freelance illustrator from Galicia. Since a young age, she has always been fascinated by books. She 
studied Fine Arts at the Polytechnic University of Valencia and completed a Comic and Illustration Masters in Barcelona. 
Working as an illustrator or an author, she has worked with clients such as Penguin Random House, Xerais or Group 
Edelvives, among others.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATORS
After three years in an animation school in Bordeaux, French comic book illustrator and designer Antoine Losty released 
his comic Splash through Dupuis in 2020. He particularly fond of working with light and colour in his illustrations. He is 
active on—and draws inspiration from—the social network Instagram.

Alberto Zanon is a graphic novel and character designer for Italian and international publishers including The Walt 
Disney Company, Sergio Bonelli Editore, Dark Horse, Groupe Paquet.

Roberta Pierpaoli is a comic artist in Senigallia, Italy.

STUDY NOTES
BEFORE READING
• Before reading, view the cover and title of the book. Identify the following:

 ◦ The title of the book
 ◦ The author
 ◦ The publisher
 ◦ The blurb.

• Based on the cover, what do you think this story is about? How do you think it will begin/end? Revisit your answer 
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after reading the story to see if your predictions were correct.
• Discuss the title of the book. Do you think this is a good title? Why or why not? If you were asked to choose an 

alternative title for the book, what would it be? Remember, a good title should capture the audience’s attention and 
give them some idea of what the book is about.

WHILE READING
Orientation
• The orientation sets the scene, mood and introduces the characters. Answer the following questions after reading 

the opening scene of the novel:
 ◦ Which character/s are we introduced to?
 ◦ What mood is the author setting?

• Write what you think could happen in the story based on how the writer has set the story up.
Complications
• It is the author’s job to make it difficult for the characters to achieve their goals. What trouble (complications) does 

the author create to make it difficult for the main character to achieve their goal/s?
• Can you identify the climax of the story, the moment of highest tension?
Characterisation
• Characterisation is how the characters in a novel are described physically, their point of view, their personalities, their 

private thoughts and their actions. Draw a picture of a character from the book and then describe their personality in 
five words.
 ◦ Compare your ideas of that character with other people in your class. Did you imagine the same person?

Setting and World-building
• Consider the world the author has created in this novel and then answer the following questions:

 ◦ Can you describe it?
 ◦ How is it different to the world you live in?
 ◦ Which elements of the world seem realistic, and which seems fantastical?

Resolution
• How does the story conclude (resolution)?
• Compare the ending of the story with how you imagined it ending at the end of the first chapter. Were you surprised 

by where the story went?

AFTER READING
• Design your own cover for the book with new imagery and a new tagline that will persuade and interest people in 

reading the book.
• Choose a scene in the novel and rewrite it from the perspective of another character. Focus particularly on the 

character’s attitudes and feelings, rather than simply recounting events. How might another character see and 
experience events differently to the character in the novel?

• Imagine that a movie was being made of the novel. In small groups, create a soundtrack to accompany some of the 
key scenes, thinking particularly about the mood you want to convey. You could either make a compilation of existing 
songs or compose your own musical pieces. Present your soundtrack to the class, explaining why you have chosen 
the pieces you have.
 ◦ Once you have chosen your soundtrack, think about your ideal cast and setting. Then create a movie poster 

advertising the adaptation.
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