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Welcome to Our Country: 
Back on Country
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SYNOPSIS
‘Where are we going again?’ asks Lucy.

‘Back on Country,’ says Mum. ‘Where we’re going is where your nanna comes from, where we come from. Our Country is 
special to us. You’ll see.’

It’s Lucy and David’s first time back on Country.

They meet their cousins and Elders, and see special places, learn local language words and hear stories as old as time.

Join them to feel the strength that comes from being back on Country.
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IT IS IMPORTANT TO FIRST CONSIDER ANY ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER 
CHILDREN READING THIS BOOK AND HOW THE PERSPECTIVES AND THEMES COULD 
IMPACT THEM. THE SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS OF PAST AND CURRENT POLICIES INFLUENCE 
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN’S JOURNEY AND THEIR KNOWLEDGE 
AND EXPERIENCES DIFFER WITH EVERY CHILD. IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER THE 
EXPERIENCES OF ANY PERSON READING THIS BOOK, WHO COULD BE IMPACTED BY THE 
REMOVAL FROM THEIR HOMELANDS, FAMILY, KINSHIP AND COUNTRY.

STUDY NOTES
• Show your class the Back on Country front cover and ask students to respond to it by asking:

 ◦ Who do you think these people might be?
 ◦ Where might they be gathering?
 ◦ What do you think they are doing? Do they look happy?

• The book’s title is Back on Country, so what do you think this story is going to be about?
• Turn to the endpapers and listen to the Adnyamathanha words via the QR code, while pointing at each image.
• Listen to the story being read aloud via the QR code and after finishing ask students to answer the following True or 

False questions:
 ◦ Going back to Country means leaving Australia. T or F?
 ◦ Nangga, Nangga means ‘Welcome’ in Adnyamathanha. T or F?
 ◦ Adnyamathanha people sing to their ancestors. T or F?
 ◦ A ‘wirra’ is a river. T or F?
 ◦ Alku is a type of face paint. T or F?
 ◦ Alku is made from boiling plants. T or F?
 ◦ Every cave drawing tells a story. T or F?
 ◦ Stars are important to Adnyini and her family because they tell them about the seasons and guide them on their 

journeys. T or F?
 ◦ David and Lucy’s mum has only one ngami. T or F?
 ◦ David and Lucy will be glad to leave Country. T or F?

• According to Jude Barlow, a Ngunnawal Elder, ‘“Country” is the term often used by Aboriginal peoples to describe the 
lands, waterways and seas to which they are connected. The term contains complex ideas about law, place, custom, 
language, spiritual belief, cultural practice, material sustenance, family and identity.’ (Source: AIATSIS website) 
Research an Indigenous map of Australia to discover:
 ◦ The Country your school is on 
 ◦ The Country where you are from (if Aboriginal) or where the Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander people you know 

are from 
 ◦ The Country your family and friends live on 
 ◦ The Country where a favourite place is located 
 ◦ How many clan groups are in Australia today?

• Take students outside to discover the land, waterways and sky around them. Choose a comfortable and peaceful 
place to sit. Take off shoes and ground feet in the earth, just like Lucy and David do in the book. Acknowledge the 
traditional custodians of the place in which you are sitting and encourage deep engagement by asking: 
 ◦ What can you see around you? 
 ◦ Are there grasslands, waterways, hills, mountains? 
 ◦ What can you feel/smell/sense/hear when you close your eyes? 
 ◦ How does the earth feel beneath you? 
 ◦ How does being outside make you feel? 
 ◦ What animals might live here? 
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• The best picture books tell a story in words and a related, but different one, in images. The words in the story tell us 
about what Lucy and David discover when they are back on Country, but look closely at their mum. Compare early 
images of her clothes and hair with later ones and guess what her experience of returning to Country is.

• Ask students why they think Lucy, David and their mum enjoyed being back on Country. 
• Incorporate an Acknowledgement of Country to the beginning of your class. Invite older students to take turns 

leading the Acknowledgement of Country.
• Invite a local traditional Elder or Custodian to deliver a Welcome to Country to your school and talk about the land 

that your school is on. Consider making this event outside of school hours and inviting parents and carers to attend. 
This creates an opportunity for greater community understanding and in-depth discussions in the home.
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