[image: image1.jpg]



Christopher Richardson

SYNOPSIS: 

Pel Narine is on the edge of war, and Anni Tidechild is on the brink of change. Uncertain about her past and fearful of the future, Anni lives a life of evasion; avoiding both her guardian, Wavelord Filip Able, and the voice that calls to her from the sea.

When she meets Duck Knifetooth, the new friends are catapulted into unforeseen danger: pirates, the last giant, a mysterious ship and ancient creatures of the deep.

It was a message to the Tidechild from the Pool of Fire in the Deep. Just five words ... We are waiting for you.

From an exciting new voice comes the first book in a thrilling series - an epic seafaring quest for truth and freedom.

WRITING STYLE / EDITORIAL COMMENTS: 

· An exciting new talent plucked from the slush pile.

· A captivating nautical adventure story in the style of Philip Pullman.

· Similar themes to Andrew McGahan's highly successful Ship Kings series, but for a slightly younger readership.

· With feisty and fearless girl and boy protagonists Voyage of the Moon Child will appeal to readers of both genders.

· Themes of good and evil, nature and nurture, fate, duty and power abound.
· Ten years in the making, Empire of the Wave will not disappoint.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Christopher Richardson had been working on his debut novel, Voyage of the Moon Child - first part of the series Empire of the Waves - for ten years when it was plucked from the slush pile. He wrote a huge chunk of the book while house-sitting in Tuscany and finished it while undertaking his PhD on North Korean children's literature. Christopher has been passionate about storytelling and writing since he was a young boy, once winning a regional creative writing competition where the prize included meeting Les Murray. 
A note from the editor
Christopher's writing has the poise and depth of a far more experienced writer. He's one of Penguin's most exciting new finds, and a star of our 2015 list. Christopher is an academic and is currently finishing his PHD is North Korean culture, particularly the influence of the regime on children's culture. He is a brilliant mind, capable of amazing pieces of journalism, academic critique and creative prose.
STUDY NOTES/ACTIVITIES FOR TEACHERS

SETTING:
· Looking at the map and reading the introductory paragraphs, what can you tell about the setting of this story?
· What key words or images support this?

· What might you expect to find in this story based upon that setting?

· What are the key aspects of the world depicted in this map?

· What sort of struggles would a floating city face?

· What would it be like to live in a city that had been at war for ten years?

THEMES / KEY IDEAS:
History:
· Why is the library such an important place in any city?

· Why are books so important to a society?

· Anni asks Ignatia ‘Who needs history? It’s just dusty men with beards and funny hats.’(p15). Do you agree with her opinion? Why do we need history?

· Who in society traditionally records the history?

· How does this influence what is recorded and what others are taught?

· Why might leaders try to manipulate or destroy the recording of a society’s history?

· ‘Think about it for a moment. Your father had access to every book in Pel Narine . . . and he read them too. Now that’s dangerous’ (p138).

Why might a librarian be considered to be so powerful and a threat to a ruler? 

· ‘I’ve never seen such coral,’ said Anni. ‘It is a record of our civilisation,’ explained the Regent….   

‘It’s a living library,’ concluded Anni. ‘Yes,’ said the Regent. ‘They shepherd coral so it might tell the history of our kind. It is a language only sleen may read. Out there, on the seabed, is a record of every work of literature, history and art created by the sleen. It is our story’ (pp199-200).

Do you find it surprising that nature would keep its own history? What other examples of natural ‘history’ can you find in your own environment?

· Why has Anni never been told the truth about her background? Consider the differences between what she has always believed and what she earns during this story.

	
	ANNI’S BELIEF
	NEW KNOWLEDGE

	Theodore the Giant
	
	

	The death of her father
	
	

	Her mother
	
	

	The pirates
	
	

	Esus Bloodhook of the Hellfire Clan
	
	

	Filip Able
	
	

	Duck’s mother
	
	


Warfare
· ‘But is it true?’ asked Anni, numbly. ‘Did you kill so many of his men?’ ‘It was war.’ ‘And that makes it okay? To kill that many people?’ ‘No. It only makes it necessary.’(236)

Do the rules change in war? Is it acceptable (or even necessary) to kill during war?

· Why do countries go to war?

· Do you think it will ever be possible to have peace between all the countries of the world (real or imagined)? Why?

· What is it about human nature that makes peace hard to achieve?

· Knifetooth believes that the whales attacked his ship. Yet they did so because he burnt them out (p187). Why does he see their actions as aggressive, but not his own?

· Do you think the whales had the right to attack Knifetooth’s ship?

· The Regent is happy to allow Theodore into their new civilisation, but not the humans. ‘But the humans must remain. They will die for their crimes. As they have this day already’ (p192). Why does she feel this way about the humans?

· There we will dwell in the waters of the Eastern Trench. Aleri, the first of us, lives in the deep. With her guidance, we will build our civilisation anew. In peace. Far from a war that cannot be won (p192).

Is it ever really possible to win a war? How can wars be seen to have a devastating impact on both the victors and the defeated?

· The Regent says ‘We need allies. Human allies. Without them Salila would have fallen long ago. My father understood that. Your ancestors understood it. Now the humans may never fight alongside us. Slaughter them and our enemy will become their ally. The people of Pel Narine will not forget what you have done here (p192).
Why does she need human allies?

· The Wavemaster had bombed the sleen from hiding, provoking them to strike. They had defended their home from aggression, just as Able had defended Pel Narine from the cannons of the Hornet Clan (p194).
· What sort of relationship did the sleen and the giants have? How did this affect the sleens’ attitude when the giants went to war with the felmane? (p247).
· What was the motivation behind the Great Giant War against the felmane? (p247). 

· What skills did Zarrin Shek have that made her so important? (p248)
· What might this suggest about how warfare can be prevented or resolved?

Destiny

· And so, once a month, Anni boarded the Moon Child, carrying correspondence between Theodore and the Wavelord. That was her job, slipping letters through a gap in the bulkhead door and collecting those left behind. For a while, Anni convinced herself the giant had chosen her for some greater purpose, that she had destiny, like the heroines of old. Celestia was quick to correct her, pointing out that everyone thinks they’re special nowadays, which only goes to show that no one is. As the months, and finally two years, passed, Anni accepted her adopted mother was right (p19).

What evidence or examples of foreshadowing can you identify as you read that suggests Anni does in fact have an important destiny?

· What characteristics does she have that will make her appropriate for this role?

· What attitudes does Ignatia try to teach Anni? How can these be seen to be important to her during this story?

· Why does Anni hear a voice calling to her? What is the voice?

· ‘It were just a simple message, he said. A message to the Tidechild from the Pool of Fire in the Deep. Just five words.’ ‘And what were they?’ ‘We are waiting for you . . .’ (p109)

How do these words suggest that Anni has an important role to play?
Family:

· Why do people believe that Anni is important simply because of her family background?

· Is it fair to place this expectation upon her, even when she doesn’t know her family history?

· In what ways can Anni be seen to be a leader and a great hope for the future of this society?

· Why would Anni’s father have kept so many secrets from her about her family?

· Do you agree that he did the right thing in doing so?

· How would Duck feel when his father is believed to be a traitor?
· How would this make him question his own identity?

· Does this mean that Duck is likely to behave the same way?

· Why does Anni love sleeping in the library (even though she was sent there as a punishment)?

· What does this suggest about the importance of family?

· Why do the Wavelord and his wife, Celestia, fail to accept Anni?

· Why is she punished?

· How might the Wavelord’s own childhood have shaped him into the adult he has become? (pp25-27)

· To what extent do you believe that children are shaped by their families?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of being judged by your family members and their background?

Nature vs Nurture

·  ‘Kill him? Perhaps. Perhaps not. The Wavelord’s father was an honourable man. Maybe there is honour in the son. I won’t just kill the man without a chance to state his case’ (p293).
Is Filip Able bad, or affected by circumstances?

· ‘I came to this city once as its friend,’ Theodore said mournfully, unsheathing his sword and studying his reflection in the blade. ‘Look at me now.’ ‘It’s not you that changed.’ Theodore slid the sword back in its scabbard. ‘With my gold I made this city rich. Do you know how rich I made this city? If I had never come to Pel Narine, if I had disappeared with the other giants, none of this might have happened. Without me, there would have been no Gorgo Narine . . . but neither would there have been a Filip Able.’ ‘You don’t know that.’ ‘The Council of Stone, my father Thaddeus, entrusted me to protect Salila. The Regent said our will had failed. Perhaps she was right. Perhaps, in some ways, I’m responsible’(pp305-306)

Do you agree with Theodore that he is in some way responsible for Filip Able’s actions?

· ‘But we don’t get to choose, do we? We don’t get to choose who we are or when we’re born. Why should it have been my father, not me? And Zarrin Shek was a girl’ (p334).
Do you agree with Anni that we have little control over our own destinies?

· ‘He wouldn’t mean to. But a tortured man has no friends’ (p344).
What does this statement mean? Do you think that people’s loyalty and other basic instincts can change when they are placed in extreme circumstances?

· ‘Your father is a dangerous man,’ she said. ‘But he’s a good man too. Your mother wasn’t wrong about that. I saw it in Pel Narine. In the Sleen City and the watchtower’ (p340).

Do you think that Knifetooth is a bad man, or have his circumstances made him this way?

·  ‘I’m scarcely in any sort of mind at all. But I never betrayed you. I thought perhaps if I gave Able the giant, it would buy me time, that if I earned his trust again, I could save what’s left of my family, and–’ (354).
Do you believe that Knifetooth only betrayed Theodore in order to protect his son and Anni?

· What might people do in order to protect the lives of their loved ones?

· ‘There is a fight three ways, Anni – between the felmane, the drugs and the mind I was born with. At any moment my destiny may be beyond my own choosing. I don’t know when I will be me, and when I will be it’ (p356).

Do you believe that Knifetooth’s actions are being manipulated by the felmane, or is this his true nature? 

Revenge

· Why does Able, the Wavelord, offer Anni the prisoner Trefusis as a gift? (p22)

· Why does Anni wish to destroy the pirates?

· Why does she particularly dislike Captain Esus Bloodhook?

· How can revenge be seen to be a dangerous motivating factor for a person’s actions?

· How do people usually react when motivated by revenge?

· Why would Able as Anni’s carer fuel and encourage her desire for revenge?

Greed and Power

· Why has Filip Able kept Salila at war for ten years?

· Why did he adopt Anni?

· Why does Able get Anni to take letters to the Giant on the Wavetide?

· What do you think these letters say?

· For all Anni knew, there was no giant. Some claimed ‘the giant’ was a hoax used by the Wavelords to intimidate their people (p51). 

Why might the Wavelords invent a character such as the Giant? How might this help them to control their people?
· ‘There is an old legend, Master Knifetooth, recorded in The Shadow Folios, that a day will come when all Salila lives under one rule . . . one Wavelord . . . that when the day comes, there will be no more suffering, no more war, and that this rule will usher in an age of peace and prosperity. An Empire of the Waves. Gorgo Narine died bitter it was not he. But what if it was never meant to be him? (p72)
What might be the advantages of this ideal? How might it shape a leader? What would be the true incentive for the leader?

· When Anni visits the fisherman in the prison, she asks If Able saw the citizens of Pel Narine as his children, was this how he treated those who had lost their way? (p107). What sort of a leader is Able?

· ‘Don’t you see?’ Anni cried. ‘This is exactly what Filip Able wants. To sow chaos and anger and war. He’s breaking Salila into a thousand tiny pieces so he can put her back together again. The way he wants it! (p351).
How will Filip Able benefit from war?

· Why has he teamed up with the felmane? What does this suggest about him?

· Do you think this is a trustworthy alliance?

Prejudice

· Why are people often prejudiced against those who are different?

· Wibbens nodded. ‘A shark is what it is, Anni. Just as I can only ever be a wibbens. When I am dying, I hope someone does not abandon me for the one thing above all else I cannot change’ (167).
How does this statement suggest we need to treat others?

· What other examples of prejudice can be seen in this story?

· What are the dangers of judging people on pre-conceived ideas rather than getting to know them as individuals?

· How can prejudice be seen to be responsible for much of the warfare and aggression in our world?

· Is there any way to stop prejudice or is it an instinctive part of human nature?

Teamwork 

· ‘I think you are . . . and you will.’ ‘I’m not Zarrin Shek.’ ‘You don’t have to be.’ ‘I can’t do this alone.’ ‘You don’t have to’ (p374).
Why does Anni need others to help her in this quest?

· What positive examples of teamwork can you see throughout the story?

· Why are we stronger when we work with others?

· Filip Able is teaming up with the felmane in an alliance that is typical during times of war. How does he think this alliance will help him? How might an alliance such as this prove to be dangerous?

· What are the benefits and disadvantages of teaming up with others to achieve a common goal?

· When the goal is motivated by power, can an alliance or teamwork ever really work? Why? 

Hope

· Life, however hard, should be lived, so long as there is hope. And we must make our hope (p369).

Why is it important to maintain hope even in adverse circumstances?

· ‘I may be a king, but I have no kingdom. Unlike the sleen, I have nothing left, except my promise to defend Salila from the enemy. Help me keep that promise. I am the last of the giants! To whom else can I turn?’ (p192).

What motivates Theodore to go on and to make a difference despite having lost everything? What does this reveal about his character?

· What does hope provide for people?

· What challenges do we face in life if we lose hope?

IMAGERY:

· The novel is full of vivid imagery of ships, lands and creatures. Turn the novel into a picture book by drawing illustrations of the key characters and locations – the Giant, the wibbens, the Moon Child, sleen, the Regent, felmane etc
STORIES

· Make a note of the stories Anni knows or has been told about her world. How do they help people make sense of the world around them?

· Read the creation story in the Interlude p218. What are the key points in this story?

· What examples from the novel can you find that exemplify the ideas in this story?

· Why might the author have chosen to place this story here as an interlude, rather than at the start of the novel? Do you think it had more impact after you started reading the novel and knew more about the characters and the situations?

· What does this creation story suggest about the way these different groups SHOULD co-exist?

· Why do you think there is so much tension between them?

· Do you think it is ever possible for such different groups to co-exist peacefully?

· Compare this story to the Wibbens’ beliefs in Nasp, Zalora and Bool. Bool, the giant ray, is the Keeper of Wisdom; Nasp, the giant squid, the Keeper of Shadows; and Zalora, the white whale, the Keeper of Starlight. (p168)

What similarities and differences can you see between the two?

· The Cult of Nasp believes only in power, Anni. That men and women should take what they want, by any means. Lies and deceit are encouraged if they are spoken in the service of power, in the service of Nasp. You can see why many humans made this god their own (p169).

· Why might humans be attracted to the Cult of Nasp?

· Why do cultures make creation stories to explain their existence?

· Can you see any similarities between this story and any creation stories from your own culture?

· Students could read some indigenous Dreamtime stories as an extension activity

SYMBOLISM:

· Theodore removed from the safe an ornate silver box small enough to fit into human hands. It was beautiful. A perfect cube, the box was engraved with complex textures and patterns (p287)
What do you think is in the precious box? 

 MAKING PREDICTIONS:

· This is the first book in a trilogy. Make some predictions as to what you think might happen to Anni Tidechild and the others in the next book. 
Voyage of the Moon Child









